and their city is rich. The material for building
soundly is in their hands, but not in their hearts.
Peshawar is an open mart for all Asia, and the
Peshawaris deal with all who pass this way in
things that can be bargained for, but virtues
are carried away unseen.

Peshawar was not always a mere caravanserai.
Just as Cairo was preceded by Memphis and On,
where Moses, Pythagoras, and Euclid sat at the
feet of the wise men of ancient Egypt, just as
mighty Babylon and Ur of the Chaldees were
great centres of civilization thousands of years
before the caliphs built their mosques and palaces
and laid the foundations of Bagdad, so also
modern Peshawar was preceded in this remote
region of Asia by magnificent cities that were
the capitals of empires. Sir John Marshall, then
director-general of the department of archaeology
of the Government of India, strode with me over
the ruins of three great cities, each built on the
ruins of the other, not many miles from here.
He kicked the soil and picked up a coin with
the likeness of Alexander on one side, a coin
minted by highly civilized people who lived and
loved and laboured here a thousand years before
Columbus discovered America. Sir John told